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ACTION ARA-06 
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CONFIDENTIAL GUATEMALA 1453 
LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: MASS, GT, US 

SUBJECT: GUATEMALAN AIR FORCE PURCHASE OF C-47'S 

1. IN SEPTEL EMBASSY AND MILGP REQUEST INCREASE IN APPROVED US 
FORCE OBJECTIVE FOR GUATEMALA TO 21 C-47 AIRCRAFT IN ORDER PERMIT 
GOG TO PURCHASE 1 1 USED C-47'S FROM USAF. WE FIRST OFFICIALLY 
HEARD OF GOG DESIRE TO PURCHASE ENTIRE 1 1 (INSTEAD OF FOUR PREVIOUS- 
LY PLANNED) WHEN FOREIGN MINISTER CALLED IN AMBASSADOR MARCH 13 
TO MEET WITH HIM AND MOD RUBIO. THE TWO MINISTERS HAD RECEIVED 
REPORT FROM THEIR MILITARY ATTACHE IN WASHINGTON OF A TURNDOWN 

BY ' PENTAGON" OF GUATEMALAN REQUEST AND THEY ASKED AMBASSADOR TO 
DO WHAT HE COULD TO OBTAIN APPROVAL. 

2. RUBIO TOLD AMBASSADOR AT LEAST 20 C-47'S WERE NECESSARY IN 
ORDER MOVE ENTIRE PARACHUTE BATTALION AT ONE TIME AND TO GIVE ALL 
MEMBERS OF BATTALION PARACHUTE TRAINING AT LEAST ONCE A MONTH. 
MOST IMPORTANT USE OF PLANES, HOWEVER, WOULD BE FOR COMMERCIAL 
CARGO CARRYING INSIDE GUATEMALA, NEED FOR WHICH IS EXPECTED TO 
INCREASE AS OIL COMPANIES BEGIN TO INVEST IN PETEN. OIL 
COMPANIES (AND PERHAPS OTHER COMPANIES INVOLVED IN OTHER 
CONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS ELSEWHERE IN COUNTRY) 
WOULD BE REQUIRED TO FLY THEIR SUPPLIES IN ON GAF PLANES, AS 

RUBIO UNDERSTOOD WAS ALSO THE CASE IN ECUADOR AND COLOMBIA. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 GUATEM 01453 192021Z 

3. AMBASSADOR TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO SEEK ASSURANCES CONCERNING 
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GUATEMALAN INTENSIONS WITH REGARD TO BELIZE AND SPECIFICALLY 
ASSURANCES CONCERNING NON-USE OF THESE PLANES IN PARACHUTE 
DROP ON BELIZE. GEN. RUBIO SAID HE COULD TELL US GUATEMALA IS NOT 
SEEKING PLANES IN CONNECTION WITH BELIZE. 

4. AMBASSADOR SAID HE WOULD INFORM WASHINGTON THAT THE MINISTERS 
HAD ASSURED HIM INFORMALLY THAT THERE WAS NO CONNECTION BETWEEN 
GUATEMALAN DESIRE TO ACQUIRE ADDITIONAL USED C-47'S AND ANY 
POSSIBLE MILITARY ADVENTURE IN BELIZE, AND THAT IT WAS NOT 
GUATEMALA'S INTENTION TO USE C-47'S IN ANY WAY TO CAUSE EMBARRASS- 
MENT TO U.S. FOREIGN MINISTER COMMENTED THAT MILITARY ACTION WAS 
NOT SOLUTION TO BELIZE PROBLEM. IT WOULD ONLY CAUSE GREATER 
PROBLEMS. DETAILED MEMCON POUCHED. 

5. AFTER CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF OUR INTERESTS AND RELATIONSHIP 
WITH GUATEMALA AND RISKS INVOLVED. AMBASSADOR RECOMMENDS APPROVAL 
OF GUATEMALAN REQUEST. 

MELOY 
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